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 Tadeusz Nasierowski

 In the Abyss of Death

 The Extermination of the Mentally 111 in Poland
 During World War II

 Death is a Master from Germany.
 - Paul Celan

 ABSTRACT: We do not know exactly how many mentally ill people were killed by
 Nazis in Poland during World War II. Twenty thousand is an estimate. Facts con-
 cerning the murder of the mentally ill reported in this article do not include all
 such acts as very many more took place. I describe only the principal crimes that
 occurred in large psychiatric hospitals and took a toll of 13,000 victims.

 The Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact of 1939 allotted 48.5 percent of Poland (20 million
 people) to Germany and 50 percent (14.3 million) to the Soviet Union [l].1 The
 regions west and northwest of Poland were incorporated into the Third Reich and
 placed under German administration. The remainder of German-occupied Poland
 became the General Gouvernement , where Polish administration was, in part, con-
 served. The Nazis immediately embarked on a program of euthanasia designed to
 exterminate all those defined as "unworthy of living."

 Extermination of Psychiatric Patients in Western Poland

 Already in September 1939, the German invaders began to prepare for the mass
 murder of patients in the psychiatric hospitals in the part of Poland incorporated
 into the Reich. Their first step was always to take over the management of a given
 hospital. Discharge of patients was forbidden, and all patients had to be listed in
 three categories: (a) seriousness of illness, (b) ability to work, and (c) German,
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 Polish, or Jewish descent. These lists were sent to the central authorities in Berlin.

 The next step was murder, carried out secretly. Escorted by the Schutzstaffel (SS),
 patients were put on trucks that returned empty. The systematic extermination of
 patients occurred in psychiatric hospitals situated in what was called Warthegau
 (The District of Warta): Owiñska near Poznaň; Dziekanka near Gniezno; Koscian,
 Warta, and Kochanówka near Lodž; Gostynin; and Pomerania (Šwiecie the Vistula
 and Kocborowo, near Starogard Gdañski). The same fate befell the inmates of
 social care facilities in Bojanów and Šrem, both in Warthegau.

 In the region of Warta, a special unit of the German SS (Sonderkommando SS)
 organized the killing. Its headquarters were in Poznaň, and its commander was a
 commissioner for the criminal affairs of the SS, Obersturmfuehrer (First Lieuten-

 ant) Herbert Lange. The unit was composed of 15 officers of the Security Police
 (Sicherheitspolitzei) and of 60 ordinary policemen who took orders directly from
 the Chief Security Office of the Reich in Berlin. The special police unit also em-
 ployed a group of prisoners from the Seventh Fort in Poznaň. The prisoners were
 used to transport and bury the corpses and then destroy the evidence. In Pomerania
 (the northestern part of Poland), the task of "clearing" Polish psychiatric and spe-
 cial care institutions was assigned to Obersturmfuehrer Kurt Eimann [2]. 2

 The first psychiatric hospital chosen for clearing was in Šwiecie on the Vistula,
 in Pomerania. Soon after the occupation of the town by the German Army, the
 Polish director of the hospital, Dr. Józef Bednarz, was put under house arrest by
 order of Professor Erich Grossmann, a representative of the Gauleiter (Province
 Commander) of Gdaňsk (Danzig), Albert Forster. The hospital was taken over by
 German physicians who made three lists of patients: (a) Jewish patients, (b) chroni-
 cally ill patients, and (c) patients fit to work. Soon after, on September 10, 1939,
 patient transports began, under escort by an SS unit commanded by Kurt Eimann,
 to nearby forests. There, the patients were killed by a firing squad of Selbstschutz
 (German Civil Defense), under the command of a German named Rost. From then
 until September 17, 1939, about 1,000 mentally ill individuals were killed. Among
 them were 120 children taken into the country for an alleged "excursion" and
 buried in mass graves dug by local villagers. The former director of the hospital in
 Šwiecie, Dr. Bednarz, was also shot there. The patients who remained, 130 men
 and 157 women, were transported by train to a psychiatric hospital in Kocborowo
 (Konradstein), near Starogard Gdaňski [2-3].

 In the first days of the war, Professor Erich Grossmann replaced the Polish
 director of the psychiatric hospital in Kocborowo, Stanislaw Kryzan, by a Ger-
 man, Waldemar Schimansky vel Siemens, and installed a SS unit within the hospi-
 tal. A patient who tried to escape was shot. On October 16, 1939, the Germans
 arrested, then shot, the deputy director, Dr. Józef Kopicz, and two other Polish
 employees of the hospital. As of September 22, 1939, they began to transport
 patients, allegedly to another hospital - at first men, then women. The transports
 took place every few days. In fact, the patients were shot in Szpçgawski Forest. In
 the autumn of 1939, 130 children were brought to Kocborowo from a branch ward
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 in Gniew. From then until January 21, 1940, 1,692 patients lost their lives: 854
 men and 838 women. The Kocborowo Hospital also had a branch ward in Chojnice,
 where Dr. Maria Halicka had taken care of 216 patients since 1938. These patients
 were also shot by the Germans, and Dr. Halicka committed suicide.

 The Germans also conducted criminal pseudomedicai experiments on patients.
 On December 8, 1939, German doctors, supervised by Prof. E. Grossmann, gave
 eight Jewish patients an experimental, unknown chemical agent that caused their
 instant death. After 1940, director Schimansky sold dead bodies of patients for 9
 deutsche marks apiece to the director of the Institute of Anatomy in Gdaňsk
 (Danzig), Rudolf Maria Spanner. Professor Spanner was to become notorious be-
 cause it was alleged that he conducted research on methods to derive soap from
 human fat and other products from human skin [4-5].

 From October 1939 to April 1940, transports of mentally ill Germans arrived in
 the psychiatric hospitals of Pomerania. These patients - 1,200 in all - were suc-
 cessively murdered by members of the SS commando of K. Eimann, in Piansnica,

 near Wejherowo. It has become known from the testimony of Kurt Eimann during
 his trial in 1968 in West Germany that the sick were kept ignorant about their real

 fate until the very end to facilitate the killing. They were murdered individually by
 a shot in the occiput [3].

 In Warthegau, the first hospital to be liquidated was the Psychiatric Institution
 in Owiñska. Following the removal of a Polish director and the takeover by a
 German, Rudolf Bartussek, lists of patient names were compiled and a unit of the
 SS was installed on the premises. Later, it was announced that patients would be
 moved to other hospitals. At first, 100 German patients were transferred to a hos-
 pital in Dziekanka. Transports numbering a total of 1,000 patients, through Octo-
 ber and November 1939 - 25 to a truck - were systematically driven to a special
 bunker in the Seventh Fort in Poznaň. The murder by gassing of patients from
 Owiňska hospital was performed by the so-called Lange Group. The bunker was
 sealed and the patients were brought in, 50 at a time. Carbon monoxide gas was
 introduced by a hose. Members of Sonderkommando observed the gassing through
 a small window, and, when all the patients were dead, the corpses were transported
 to a forest near Oborniki Wielkopolskie to be buried in mass graves. Along with
 the patients from Owiňska, 27 patients from a psychiatric ward in the City Hospi-
 tal of Poznaň were also murdered in the Seventh Fort.

 Once the Germans learned that gas was a cheap and effective method of killing,
 they constructed special gas chambers on trucks so that patients could be killed
 while being transported to their place of burial. Vans with chambers lined with
 brass sheets, insulated inside by felt moved, like symbols of death, throughout the
 district of Warta. On each there was a drawing of a coffee pot and an inscription:
 Kaisers Kaffee-Geschafi (Kaiser's Coffee Shop) meant to calm the patients. The
 procedure was strictly routinized. Patients were forced into the truck under the
 supervision of SS escorts. Sometimes they received sedatives beforehand. Then
 the convoy proceeded to the preselected place of burial. During the procession, the
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 patients were gassed to death. They were buried in forests, in mass graves, which
 were then camouflaged by grass and small trees. Considerable evidence exists that
 the van killings first started in November 1939 at the psychiatric hospital in Owiñska.

 After all the patients were murdered, the hospital served as barracks for the SS [6].

 Before long, the same events occurred in the psychiatric hospital in Dziekanka
 near Gniezno. In Dziekanka, the Polish director of the hospital, Dr. Wiktor Ratka,
 registered himself as an "ethnic German" and remained at his post. To prove his
 loyalty to the German occupiers, Ratka forbade the use of Polish in the hospital
 and took repressive measures against his personnel. As he zealously carried out
 the orders of the German authorities, Dr. Ratka won their confidence and soon

 became an expert member of a commission that selected patients for killing. His
 main helper was a senior hospital attendant, Otto Reich. Before the end of Novem-
 ber 1939, all the Polish employees of the hospital were fired. The murder of the
 patients began on December 7, 1939. A first group of 61 persons, transported to an
 unknown location, were Jewish patients. More transports followed. From Decem-
 ber 7 to December 19, 1939, and from January 8 to 12, 1940, H. Lange's
 Sonderkommando murdered 1,043 patients, mainly in gas chamber trucks. This
 process was repeated in June and July of 1941, killing 158 mentally ill persons.
 Patients were also put to death by injections of phénobarbital, scopolamine, and
 other lethal agents administered by hospital attendants and nurses whose names
 are known. In 1941, Dr. Wiktor Ratka was commandeered to Berlin and, from the

 spring of 1941, he became a member of a SS commission that visited concentra-
 tion camps and selected prisoners for death. The new director in Dziekanka was
 Dr. Nikolaiew. With him came a new senior hospital attendant, Jobst, who killed

 patients by injections or by drugs, which caused a quick death. The murdered
 patients were buried in a hospital graveyard, sometimes 60 to 80 persons a day.
 The Germans transported some of the sick to Hadamar, according to the hospital
 records found there.

 The Germans tried to remove all evidence of their murders. Sometimes, they

 misled the families of the patients by telling them that their family members had
 been transferred to other hospitals and had died there. The disinformation activity
 was carried out by a Central Office for Replacing of the Sick (Zentralstelle fur
 Kranken Verlegung). The psychiatric hospital in Dziekanka was one of the hospi-
 tals where fictitious lists of the sick and false death certificates were fabricated.

 German officials went so far as to give the patient's family the number of a burial

 plot at a local graveyard, and they took money from the families for the "care" of
 the fictitious grave. A list of the 1,506 patients, allegedly evacuated to the hospital
 in Dziekanka and allegedly deceased there, has been preserved [7].

 Košcian, a town in western Poland, was occupied by German troops on Sep-
 tember 7, 1939. Soon after, the Germans allotted some of the pavilions of a local

 psychiatric hospital to the German Army, and a remaining part of the building was
 given to 350 Germans repatriated from the east. The hospital director was changed
 on December 18, 1939. The new director was Dr. Fritz Lemberger, who super-
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 vised the murder of the sick, carried out from January 15 to 22, 1940. Lange's
 commando executed the patients in gas chamber trucks. They were buried in mass
 graves dug in forests, between the villages of Jarogniewice and Gluchowo; 523
 persons were killed. From February 9, 1940, transports of 2,750 patients from
 German psychiatric institutions began to arrive at Koácian. These people were
 also killed and buried in a forest near Stçszew. The psychiatric hospital in Košcian
 was then turned into a German Army barracks [8].

 The same scenario was repeated in the psychiatric hospitals in Lodz, Warta,
 and Gostynin, all in the Western part of Poland. At the beginning of March 1940,
 a German commission arrived at the hospital in Kochanówka near Lodz, headed
 by Herbert F. Grohmann, the supervisor of the T4 Action carried out in the city of
 Lodz and its district. The commission ordered the allotment of one hospital ward
 to a SS unit and of three wards to Germans repatriated from the East. Most of the
 Polish personnel of the hospital were fired, and a Volksdeutsch [an ethnic German]
 from Lodz, Dr. A. Mielke was appointed as the hospital's director. From March 13
 to 15, 1940, a German Sonderkomando, led by H. Lange killed about 600 patients
 of the psychiatric hospital in Kochanówka. The dead bodies were buried in mass
 graves in forests near Lučmierz and Zgierz. One more action was carried out there
 in 1941 in which some 150 patients were killed. Altogether, the total number of
 murdered people was 1,500 in 1940 and 700 in 1941 [9].

 In Warta, the events of the first days of the war were atypical. On September 3.
 1939, patients from a psychiatric hospital in Warta were moved to Kochanówka
 because of the threat posed by warfare. They came back in October 1939. In Janu-
 ary 1940, Dr. Hans Renfranz from Lçbork became the new director of the hospital
 in Warta. In March 1940, Dr. Fritz Lemberger, a gynecologist from Breslau, came
 to his help, and they jointly carried out the selection of the sick. On March 30 and

 31, 1940, the Lange Commando entered the hospital and, on April 2, they began to
 murder patients in gas chamber trucks. In just three days, (by April 4, 1940), 499
 patients were killed (201 men and 298 women). The dead bodies were buried in a
 forest near Rossoczyca. Thirteen prisoners, who helped to bury the corpses, were
 also killed [10].

 The last psychiatric hospital in the region of Warta visited by H. Lange's
 Sonderkommando was the hospital in Gostynin. By June 1940, SS troopers killed
 48 people there, and on June 9, they murdered 39 men and 29 women. In 1942,
 Germans transformed the psychiatric hospital in Gostynin into a tuberculosis hos-
 pital. In March and in May 1942, the Gestapo (secret state police) in Plock ar-
 rested 19 employees of the hospital for their participation in the Home Army, a
 secret Polish resistance organization. The German tribunal in Inowroclaw sen-
 tenced 14 of them to death. They were executed June 21, 1941, in a prison in
 Rawicz [11].

 The German authorities kept their actions about the extermination of psychiat-
 ric patients highly secret. The management of these institutions usually informed
 patients' families that their members died of natural causes and had been buried or
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 that they had been moved to other psychiatric institutions. The medical records
 were systematically falsified. When the situation on the war fronts deteriorated
 and when there were more and more signs of the forthcoming defeat of German
 forces, the Nazi authorities began to eradicate all evidence of their crimes. In 1943
 and 1944, mass graves of victims were dug up, and the corpses were burned.

 Psychiatric Patients in the General Gouvernement

 In German-occupied Poland, the occupiers stuck to traditional methods of killing:
 shooting, starving, injecting scopolamine or phénobarbital, and neglecting hygiene
 so that patients died of infection.

 The first Polish-run hospital to experience the barbarism of the occupiers was
 the psychiatric hospital in Chelm (in southeastern Poland). On January 12, 1940, a
 SS unit entered the hospital. The personnel was ordered to clear the hospital pre-
 mises in 10 minutes. Patients were shot as they left. Those who resisted were thrown
 out the windows. The wounded were killed in the hospital courtyard. On the next
 day, the dead bodies were buried in clay excavation pits, about 150 meters away
 from the hospital buildings. On that day, about 300 men, 124 women, and 17
 children were murdered. Some time later, SS barracks were organized in the build-

 ings of the former hospital, and it became a military hospital [12].
 In a psychiatric hospital in Kobierzyn, near Krakow (Cracow), the new director

 limited the daily food ration for patients to 1,000 calories. This ration was even
 smaller for the Jewish patients. This resulted in a sharp increase in the number of
 deaths. In September 1941, 91 sick Jews were moved to Zofìówka, a Jewish hos-
 pital in Otwock near Warsaw. On June 18, 1942, all Polish doctors were dismissed
 from the Kobierzyn hospital and told to report to the psychiatric hospital in
 Drewnica, near Warsaw. Next, all Polish attendants were fired. On June 23, 1942,

 the Germans began to move the sick out. Five hundred and thirty six patients of the

 Kobierzyn hospital were transported by train to the Auschwitz-Birkenau concen-
 tration camp where they were killed. In the emptied buildings of Kobierzyn, a
 hospital for an SS unit and a center for Hitlerjugend (Hitler Youth) were organized
 [13].

 In October, 1942, the director from Kobierzyn, A. Kroll, was transferred to a
 psychiatric hospital in Kulparkowo, near Lwów, which had been under Soviet
 occupation till June 22, 1941 . During the Soviet occupation, the psychiatric hospi-
 tal in Kulparkowo employed 70 doctors who took care of over 2,000 patients. In
 Kulparkowo, the Germans used indirect methods to exterminate the sick who died
 of hunger and of infectious diseases. By January 15, 1943, only 260 patients re-
 mained [14].

 In a psychiatric hospital in Lubliniec, located near the prewar Polish-German
 border, the director was changed very early. Already on September 17, 1939, Dr.
 Ernest Buchalik took the post. In 1942, he organized a children's ward, which,
 later on, was transformed into a clinic with two wards, A and B. The A Ward was
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 directed by a woman doctor, E. Hecker, and the В Ward, by Dr. Buchalik himself.
 The patients, most of them younger than seven years, were transported to Lubliniec
 from other hospitals. At first, they were accepted to the A Ward. After the selec-
 tion, the more seriously ill were sent to the В Ward, where barbiturates were
 administered several times a day, orally or by injection. One hundred and ninety-
 four children of 256 died. An investigation, conducted after the war, found that Dr.

 E. Hecker and Dr. E. Buchalik were responsible for killing the children. However,
 not all German doctors directed to work in the Lubliniec hospital agreed to partici-
 pate in the killing. A positive example was Dr. Hertzberger, who refused to coop-
 erate for ethical and religious reasons. He was transferred to another hospital. The
 death rate among patients of this hospital was particularly high because of malnu-
 trition and poor hygienic conditions [15].

 The psychiatric hospital in Rybnik (Silesia) was on the front line in 1945. Seven
 hundred patients perished due to military operations, and 80 percent of the hospi-
 tal buildings were destroyed. Over the period of the war in Rybnik, Germans ap-
 plied indirect means to exterminate the sick, of whom 3,000 died [16].

 In retaliation for the Warsaw uprising (from August 1 to October 2, 1944),
 Germans destroyed the whole city, including St. John the Divine Psychiatric Hos-
 pital. Dr. Haiina Janowska, the only physician left in the hospital, decided to stay
 on with her patients, despite many attempts to evacuate her. In the early morning
 of August 23, she perished in a shelter turned into an operating theatre, under the
 rubbish of a basement vault, crushed by bombs. The patients who survived be-
 came part of the host of Warsaw inhabitants who were forced to leave the city [17].

 Drewnica Psychiatric Hospital, located outside the city limits survived the war
 because, at the beginning of the uprising, it had already fallen to the Red Army.

 The third psychiatric hospital near Warsaw in Tworki was directed by Eugen
 Honnette, who did not properly supply food for the patients nor maintain proper
 hygienic conditions. The death rate among the patients was very high. Although in
 1938 and 1939 the patient death rate was 5.2 percent (100 persons) and 9.8 percent
 (177 persons), respectively, in 1940, under the rule of E. Honnette, the death rate
 grew to 23.9 percent (481 persons); in 1941, it was 29.7 percent (576 persons); in
 1942, 29.6 percent (501 persons); in 1943, 21.4 percent (481 persons); and in
 1944, 18.6 percent (428 persons).

 On April 17 and 18, 1941, 81 Jewish patients were moved out of the Tworki
 hospital. In the hospital records, their place of destination was noted as Zofiówka
 (a Jewish psychiatric hospital), but these patients never arrived. Most probably,
 they were murdered along the way. In 1941, two hospital pavilions were allocated
 to the German Army.

 The psychiatric hospital in Choroszcz was occupied by German troops in the
 first days of the war. On September 28, 1939, Russians took control of Choroszcz
 and evacuated patients to other hospitals because they were close to the front.
 Those who because of poor health were not able to be moved were placed in the
 parish buildings of a local church. In addition, 700 patients were cared for by local
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 families who received some remuneration for the cost of living of these patients
 and were paid a small fee. These patients, too, were doomed after the German
 attack on the Soviet Union. At the end of August 1941, German occupation au-
 thorities brought them back to the hospital, from where they were transported to a
 forest near Nowosiólki and shot [18].

 Family psychiatric care had evolved during the prewar period, especially in the
 region of Wilno (Vilnius). About 800 mentally ill people, including many Jewish
 patients, were treated in the homes of foster families. These patients were also
 murdered [18].

 Jewish Hospitals

 For any given administrative zone, the Germans tried to assemble all patients of
 Jewish origin in one hospital. In German-occupied Poland, Zofiówka hospital in
 Otwock, near Warsaw, was selected as the assembly point for all patients of Jewish

 origin. Observing the rules of "racial hygiene" (i.e., separation of the races), the
 German occupiers allowed the Jewish personnel of such hospitals to take care of
 Jewish patients. They did not appoint German directors there. The Jewish psychi-
 atric hospital in Lodz was liquidated at the same time as the Ghetto. A majority of
 the patients and of the hospital personnel were killed on the spot. The survivors
 were transported to death camps.

 The Hospital for Mental and Nervous Illness, Zofiówka, was founded in the
 year 1908. Since its inception, only Jewish patients were admitted to this hospital.
 The hospital was supervised by the Society for the Care of Impoverished Jews
 with Nervous and Mental Disorders. From 1938, the director of the Zofiówka

 hospital was Dr. Stefan Miller. In 1938, 370 to 380 Jewish patients were treated
 there by nine full-time doctors and one voluntary doctor. The outbreak of the World
 War II in September 1939 totally changed the situation of this Jewish hospital. A
 part of the medical personnel fled before the advancing German Army to
 Kulparkowo and Choroszcz, which soon fell under Soviet occupation. The Zofiówka
 hospital replaced them by hiring Jewish doctors fleeing from the region of Warta.
 The hospital's director, Dr. Stefan Miller, and his wife, Dr. Irena Miller-Themerson
 (a sister of well-known writer, Stefan Themerson) remained in the hospital. The
 Zofiówka hospital, as before the war, remained a social institution and belonged to
 the Jewish Social Self-Help organization. This structure meant that financial support

 for the hospital had to be provided by the Jewish community, which was very diffi-
 cult under German occupation. The community and the families of individual pa-
 tients had no money to pay for their medical treatment. The situation became
 increasingly critical. In the first half of 1941, Dr. Miller repeatedly wrote and phoned
 the Presidium of the Jewish Social Self-Help, located in Cracow, begging for help:

 Our institution is penniless, we have no money to maintain life

 staff are starving

 Jewish institutions, the only hospital for mentally ill Jews in German-occupied
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 Poland, an institution more needed now than ever before - We can't burden our
 conscience by the plight of these people who can't save themselves because of
 their sickness, and who are totally our responsibility. [19]

 The appeals of Dr. Miller received no response because the Jewish Social Self-
 Help organization had very limited possibilities to find extra money. As a result of
 the lack of funds, out of a total of 406 Zofiówka patients, 210 died of hunger and
 cold between June 1 and November 16, 1941.

 Despite this extreme situation, the Germans continued to transport mentally ill
 Jews to Zofiówka from other psychiatric hospitals. On August 19, 1942, Germans
 and Ukrainians from the Ukrainian Voluntary SS Unit began an operation to liqui-
 date the Otwock Ghetto. A day before the planned action, a Polish policeman warned
 the management of the Zofiówka hospital about the Nazi plans. Thanks to this, a few

 persons were saved. A small number of other patients - desperate and helpless -
 committed suicide on that night. So did three doctors. Dr. Miller informed all the
 patients about the forthcoming danger. He told them: "I have opened all the doors,
 you may leave now" [20, p. 164]. On August 19, 1942, the Nazis shot 108 people on
 the Zofiówka premises. This liquidation was commanded by a Gestapo officer, then
 a referee for Jewish affairs, Karl Georg Brandt. Dr. Miller and his wife managed to
 escape to Miñsk Mazowiecki, where, on August 21, 1942, they committed suicide.
 The patients who survived were transported, along with the other inhabitants of the

 Otwock Ghetto, to the concentration camp in Treblinka, where they were killed.
 Until the end of the year 1942, 2 SS men and 20 Jewish police officers resided in
 Zofiówka. Under their supervision, a general overhaul of the hospital buildings was
 made, and the hospital was assigned to German war orphans [21-22].

 In the region of Warta, a mental institution analogous to Zofiówka was the
 psychiatric ward of Hospital No. Ill in the Lodz Ghetto. This ward, with about 50
 beds, was located in the former asylum for mentally ill Jews, financially supported
 by the Jewish community of Lódz.

 On January 23, 1940, Dr. Michal Urbach was named chief doctor and director
 of the asylum. Less than 2 months later, the Germans carried out their first "evacu-

 ation action" in Lódz. They killed approximately 50 patients from the psychiatric
 ward of Hospital No. III in Lodz. On July 29, 1941, they murdered, among others,
 about 50 patients. After January 1942, systematic "evacuations" from the Lódz
 Ghetto to a death camp in Chetano upon Nerem (Kulmhof) began. On July 18,
 1942, the Germans announced the eradication of all hospitals in the Lódz Ghetto,
 and on August 1 , 1942, Hospital No. Ill was liquidated. On that occasion, approxi-
 mately 50 mental patients were killed. The empty hospital rooms were allocated to
 a leather goods workshop [23].

 Conclusion

 Despite the enormous human and material losses that Poland suffered during World
 War II, the issue of the extermination of the mentally ill has always been treated by
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 Poland as particularly significant because the fate of Poland's ill population pre-
 figured the fate of many other people and stood as a symbol of German terror
 policy and a manifestation of the Nazi contempt for human life. For Germans, the
 region of Warta was an experimental ground for researching and testing the most
 effective methods to kill people on an industrial scale. The annihilation of the
 mentally ill in the region of Warta was a prelude to the Holocaust of the Jews
 whose first stage was the mass murder of Jews in Chetano upon Ner. No wonder,
 therefore, that the late world-famous Polish writer, StanisBaw Lem, devoted his

 first novel, entitled Szpital Przemienienia (A Hospital of the Transfiguration), to
 this issue. The novel was written in 1948 and first published in 1955 [24].

 Notes

 1. The Secret Additional Protocol of the Pact reads:

 Article II. In the event of a territorial and political rearrangement of areas belonging
 to the Polish state, the spheres of influence of Germany and the U.S.S.R. shall be
 bounded approximately by the line of the rivers Narev, Vistula, and San. The ques-
 tion of whether the interests of both parties make the maintenance of an independent
 Polish State desirable and how such a state should be delimited can only be defi-
 nitely determined in the course of further political developments. In any event, both
 Governments will resolve this question by means of a friendly agreement. [1]
 2. At the request of Polish authorities, Kurt Eimann was later judged for his crimes by

 a Land's Tribunal in Hanover and sentenced to four years of close confinement on Decem-
 ber 20, 1968 [3].
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