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For centuries gifted children have been longing to be understood. Instead they have been
identified, labeled, studied, mainstreamed, homogenized, programmed, stereotyped, scapegoated,
and—primarily—ignored. The understanding they deserve, as an atypical group, has been
lacking in the counseling field. That this is the first full-length book to deal with the counseling
needs of the gifted is a sad commentary on the state of awareness that exists.

The editors are, indeed, "new voices" in the field of counseling, but they hail from a well-worn
tradition: The Research and Guidance Laboratory for Superior Students at the University of
Wisconsin in Madison. The Laboratory was developed by John Rothney in 1958 and has
conducted extensive research in the field. The influence of the Laboratory lies heavily on the
pages of this volume.

Both old and new voices coalesce in an attempt to offer "fresh perspectives"” on a variety of
topics in nine different areas: perspectives, identification, counseling, creativity, career
development, special issues, women, families, and programming and consulting. Of the 38



articles, only 5 are devoted specifically to counseling, and this appears to be the major defect of
the book. All these issues affect the counselor, but not with the same degree of relevancy. What
the book offers in scope it loses in depth.

The editors suggest that their book is aimed at school counselors, teachers, administrators,
parents, counselor educators, and gifted individuals. The extensive use of technical jargon in
several of the articles would make this difficult reading for those new to the field. However, it
seems well suited as a text, or for supplementary reading, in a course on counseling the gifted.

Some of the readings do present fresh perspectives, particularly the articles by Piechowski and
Ogburn-Colangelo, involving a developmental theory of emotional development by Dabrowski.
While some of the articles are simply restatements of material found elsewhere, lack of freshness
does not spoil the flavor of the "oldies but goodies,” and these concepts enhance a first
compilation of this nature.

There is great variability in the scholarliness, clarity, and relevance of the readings. Excellent
articles by Sanborn, on "Differential Counseling Needs of the Gifted and Talented," and Wolleat,
"Guiding the Career Development of Gifted Females,” provide important information and insight
to the counselor. The section on the accelerated math program at Johns Hopkins is interesting
and detailed but seems somewhat out of place. Some major counseling issues are neglected: How
does the student deal with acceleration in mathematics while all other subject areas remain
constant? What are the effects of returning to the regular classroom a student who cannot keep
up with the pace of the accelerated program?

The introductions to each section assist the flow, and the appendices, including references,
organizations, and printed materials, are useful. Some notably missing areas are
underachievement, assessment, and evaluation. More articles are needed on unique needs,
counseling methods, and counseling programs that have been effective with gifted students. This
book is valuable, but a more unified approach to counseling gifted children would still be
welcome.
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